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The Power of the Supernatural

“My interest is in the future because I am going spend the rest of my life there,” (Charles F. Kettering). The supernatural belief that one can foretell ones’ future can manipulate the person.. If one knows her or his future, one can try to take their destiny into their own hands. The belief in the supernatural can dramatically affect the life of someone. An example would be the superstitious beliefs of most athletes. May many baseball players have a variety of superstitions. They will go out of their way to do things in a certain order because of their superstitions. When I asked my friend Travis Tartamella, a baseball player at Los Osos High school, he said that he never steps on the foul lines when entering the field. To him, stepping on the line is bad luck. Superstitious beliefs such as one like Travis’ play a vivid role in the play Macbeth. In William Shakespeare’s play Macbeth, the protagonist believes that three witches can prophesize his future. This belief causes many problems for Macbeth, which eventually leads him to killing the king, his friend Banquo, massacring a young family, and going to war in which he is killed in. The supernatural plays a vital role in the play, and more importantly is directly responsible for many of the actions of Macbeth. 


Without the prophecies of the witches, the play would never have been established. The prophecies of the witches set the stage for all the events in the story. If there were no superstitious beliefs in the supernatural, none of the events in the play would have occurred. When Macbeth first meets the three witches they tell him, “All hail Macbeth/ Thane of Glamis. All hail Macbeth/ Thane of Cawdor/ All hail Macbeth; that shall be king hereafter,” (Shakespeare 1.3, 55-57). The belief in the supernatural powers is very important to the plot of Macbeth. “It is a dagger which I see before me/ The handle toward my hand/ Let me clutch thee!” (2.1.42-43). Macbeths’ belief that there is actually a floating dagger leading him to Duncan’s chamber helps him go through with the murder. Macbeth was unsure whether he would be able to kill Duncan, but with the help of his wife and the floating dagger he thought he saw, he was able to kill Duncan. An internet website said, “I think Macbeth had been imagining ways of becoming king, and the knew prophecy of the witches managed to tip the balance between what he knew to be fantasy and what was possible in reality,” (www.coarseworkinfo.com). Without the prophecies Macbeth would have only thought that he would be king in some fantasy world. With the prophecies he realizes that becoming king could actually be a reality. Macbeth’s supernatural belief helps him do the things he does, which provides the plot of the book.


Macbeth’s actions are clearly manipulated, as a result of supernatural powers that surround him. In a moment of self reflection, Macbeth proclaims, “I will tomorrow to the weird sisters/ More shall they speak; for now I am bent to know,” (3.4.167-169). Macbeth continuously goes to the three witches to learn of his future. He wishes to know his future because he believes he can affect his destiny through his actions. When Macbeth first learned of his prophecies, he was with Banquo. Once Macbeth killed Duncan he realized that now he would have to kill Banquo too, because he knew of the prophecies, and would figure out that Macbeth had a motive to kill Duncan. If Macbeth never knew of the prophecies he would have not had to kill his friends. While in the witches coven, Macbeth receive a new set of prophesies from the weird sisters: “Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! Beware Macduff/ Beware the thane of Fife/…Be bloody, be bold, and resolute; laugh to scorn/ The pow’r of man, for none of woman born shall harm Macbeth/… Macbeth shall never vanquished be until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill’ Shall come against thee” (4.1.79-108). When the witches tell Macbeth the three apparitions, he is aware of all the things he was to look out for. Macbeth believes that the witches are correct, so he needs to take care of Macduff. He believes that Macduff will harm him, so he decides to go get Macduff, but when Macbeth learns that Macduff has fled, he decides to kill the family of Macduff. The supernatural has a direct effect on Macbeth and causes many of his actions because Macbeth truly believes the apparitions are true. In order to keep the thrown he must act accordingly to the prophecies. Macbeths’ actions are directly cause by the supernatural.  


One might argue that Lady Macbeth provokes Macbeth’s action instead of the supernatural. Lady Macbeth does act as a catalyst and manipulates her husband into killing Duncan. However, the only reason that she does urge Macbeth to kill Duncan is because she received a letter informing her of the prophecies. Lady Macbeth, like Macbeth, wants to speed up their destiny, so she makes her husband kill Duncan to gain power. While Macbeth struggles with his conscience, Lady Macbeth scolds him, belittling him by noting how “Art thou afeard?/ To be the same in thine own act and valor/ As thou esteem’st the ornament of life/ And live a coward in thine own esteem” (1.6.46-50). When Lady Macbeth tells her husband this, Macbeth does not know if he can go through with the murder of Duncan. After he is told off by his wife, he gets the courage to kill Duncan; however, Lady Macbeth would not have said this if she did not know of the prophecies. Alone in the castle, Lady Macbeth rereads how her husband became “Thane of Cawdor, by which before these weird sisters saluted me/ And referred me to the coming on of time ‘Hail, King that shalt be!” (1.5.7-10) When Lady Macbeth gets the letter from her husband discussing what the witches said; she then gets the aspiration to gain control. Without the belief of witches and the supernatural, Lady Macbeth would not have been aspired to gain control of the kingdom. If Lady Macbeth did not believe the letter was true she would have never been aspired to force her husband to kill Duncan.
Without the belief of the witches and their prophecies, Macbeth would never have acted the way he did at the end of the play. When the English army, along with Malcolm and Macduff, march on Dunsinane (Macbeth’s castle), Macbeth acts very strange, challenging others to “Bring it after me/ I will not be afraid of death till Brinam Wood come to Dunsinane” (5.3.6-8).  He is about to go into battle, but he is unafraid is because the prophecies of the witches tell him not to be. Macbeth only has to fear when the forests walks towards the castle, and forest do not get up and move that often. When the battle is about to start, Macbeth exclaims, “Fear not Macbeth/ No man born of woman shall e’er have power upon thee,” (5.5.36-8). Macbeth is going into battle without the slightest fear that he is going to die because of the prophecies. Macbeth believes that no man shall harm him because everybody is born of woman. As result of Macbeth’s belief in the supernatural he goes into battle unafraid. Little did he know that Macduff, who was born cesarean-section, would end his life in battle. The supernatural was directly responsible for Macbeth’s actions.

Without the belief in the supernatural, Macbeth’s fate would have been settled differently, and Macbeth would not have indulged in the impetuous actions he undertook. Macbeth is a very dark and gloomy play. In the play, whenever something bad happens the weather is stormy. In addition to the weather the images of the witches adds to the plot, making it a darker plot line. Without the supernatural events, the plot line would have been significantly different and ultimately. In addition to plot contrivances, the Macbeth’s method of characterization would have been less dynamic.  Macbeth was considered a good man before he was aware of the prophecies, yet his belief in supernatural powers created the monster he ultimately became. If he disregarded the prophecies and spoke nothing of them, he never would have done the evil things did, thus leading to his ultimate demise. He would have been just another Thane under the king. If seeing is believing and believing is seeing; someone who believes the supernatural can definitely see it. The world is a mysterious place for us to live in, but that’s precisely what makes life worthy living.    Otherwise, life’s ambitions risk becoming the ever elusive lucky charm we seek to guide us through our quest for greatness. 
